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Parents of children in Primary One 

 

At this stage of the term we would normally have hosted several induction events 
to help you, as parents, become more familiar with the routine of Primary One. 

This is something that we have found difficult and we very much hope that 

COVID-19 restrictions will relax in the not too distant future. Regardless, I hope 
that your child has settled into the routine of school, adjusted well to primary one 

and that he/she is continuing to enjoy all that is new.  

 
The teachers are now facilitating parent discussions – they will be in touch very 

soon. This contact will provide a good opportunity to share experiences as to 

how your child has settled into school as well and helping you to find out more 
about how learning will evolve.  

 

The children in primary one are following elements of a N. Ireland Curriculum 

and the subtle changes to classroom practices include more quality play 

experiences, practical activities and topic approaches to connecting learning, for 

example. 
 

One of the biggest and positive changes for teachers is the increased emphasis 

that the N. Ireland Curriculum has given to Phonological Awareness (teaching 
of sounds/rhyme/syllables etc.). As a school we have promoted this area for a 

considerable number of years, in that we recognise the subsequent benefits for 
children in having good phonic skills. These aid learning – notably, in helping 

children to read more easily and with increased skill. 

 
In order to articulate a little more detail about what is entailed with the 

development of Phonological Awareness, a training session for parents of 

Primary 1 children has been uploaded to the school website:  
 

www.enniskillenmodel.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk  

 

The video clips can be found in the Primary One section of the Home Learning 

page (which is password protected – use HomeLearning1 to access). This 

session will last approximately 40 minutes and will introduce parents to a variety 
of practical phonological awareness strategies that can be used at home (and 



school) in order to further develop this area.  We are keen that all parents will 

access this training – thank you.   

 

Mrs O McCann, the Speech and Language Therapist who is located in the 
school’s Language Centre, will lead the session – she has a wealth of experience 

and enthusiasm for phonological awareness and I hope you will find the session 

interesting, helpful and enjoyable.  
 

Events to come: 

 
1. Teddy Bear’s picnic and arrow trail at Castlecoole – details to follow in the 

homework diary 

 

2. Christmas party 

 

 
3. Christmas sing-a-longs (to be shared with parents) 

 

4. Musical Pathways for Learning – all of the Primary 1 children are currently 
availing of classes and these will continue for a short period. 

 

It is hoped that we will be able to reschedule some events for later in the year. 
Our Play and Reading Mornings, for example, have always been a regular feature 

in the P1 year.  

 
Thank you for your co-operation.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
W Glass 

Principal 
 

 


