
ENNISKILLEN MODEL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
January 2022 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Welcome back to a new term and a new year.  I hope that everyone had an enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year holiday. At time of print, it is being assumed that the school will 
operate ‘as normal’ from the first day of term – Tuesday, 4th January.  
 
Well done to all involved with the successful events that were organised at the end of last term – 
Christmas Shows, Choir performances, Charity focus days etc. Although very disappointing that 
we were unable to have live audiences to the performances, the staff and children deserve 
much praise for the high standard of each production – the true meaning of Christmas was 
celebrated in school. As a result, some £1,000 was raised for this year’s designated charities, 
Action Mental Health and St Vincent de Paul – thank you for contributing.  
 
Reminder about revised home times with immediate effect: P1 (2.15p.m.), P4 and P5 
(3.15p.m.). For all other year groups there is no change. This means that the 3.15p.m. 
pick-up time will be busier and I would encourage cars to utilise all of the car parking 
spaces off the Castlecoole Road. There is no need for cars to be parking on the 
Castlecoole Road or on the link road inside the school grounds. It is hoped that a filter 
green light to allow traffic to turn right onto the Tempo Road when coming down the 
Castlecooole Road will feature soon – this should hopefully clear more traffic during a 
light change.  I have been assured by the Roads Service that this change is planned.  
 
Likewise, with potentially more people congregating at any one time, please be mindful 
of taking your own responsibility for social distancing – as has been school policy 
throughout COVID-19.  
 
ENROLMENT: 
 
Application procedures for enrolment in Primary 1 will open on Friday, 10th January and need 
to be completed by Friday, 28th January.  Children who have turned four or will turn four on 
or before 1st July 2022 will be admitted to Primary One in September 2022.  More precise 
details will be forwarded to parents who have names registered with the school.  
                                                             

‘COME AND LEARN THROUGH PLAY’ 
AFTERNOONS 

FRIDAY,14th and FRIDAY, 21st JANUARY  
(starting at 2.30p.m.) 

 
All prospective Primary One parents and pupils are welcome to attend – the P1 teachers 

will relay about registration procedures. Guidance about how to complete this year’s 
digital application form will be available on both afternoons.   

 
Please note that if any parent is unable to come along on Friday afternoons, alternative 
arrangements can be made by contacting the school. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT 
APPLICATION FORMS ARE COMPLETED BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE OF THE 28th.  
 



Similarly, details about how to access pre-school places for September are being supplied 
(press etc.)  
 
Important dates for this term are: 
 
Half Term holiday (2 days):  Thursday, 17th & Friday, 18th February  

 
St Patrick’s Day holiday (2 days): Thursday, 17th and Friday, 18th March  
(includes a staff development day) 
 
End of Term:  Friday, 8th April  
 
Activities/trips affecting individual classes will be relayed as appropriate. As is normal practice, a 
small fee may be requested with school endeavouring to cover some of the costs.  
 
Parent Teacher Association news: Precise details about planned events etc. will follow in due 
course. It is hoped that once restrictions lessen some structure can be put in place.  
 
MONDAYS: Office staff are keen that lunch tickets for the week are purchased on a Monday 
only (or first day back after a break). A copy of the menu can be found on our website.  
 
After School Activities: 
 
Activities will not be starting until later in January when the afternoons are lighter. The children 
will be informed in due course - there will be some changes to the programme on offer. Last 
term’s trial worked very well and we are keen to build on this.  
 
Pupil Welfare: 
 
It is a statutory obligation to highlight the following information to parents on a regular basis – 
the beginning of a new term is often a good time to do so. 
 
In line with various Department of Education policies the school has procedures in place for 
monitoring that children are being protected from any kind of harm (inside or outside of school). 
It is important that child protection/ safeguarding issues concerning your child/another child are 
brought to the attention of school staff - often things can happen oblivious to the staff in 
school or staff can shed a different perspective on an issue. Likewise, school has a legal 
responsibility to highlight potential concerns/act following Department of Education guidance. 
Children who appear unhappy at school or complain about going to school should be 
spoken to and encouraged to talk.  We welcome the support of parents in helping to prevent 
and resolve inevitable problems. The school’s designated teachers for Safeguarding and Child 
Protection are Mrs Keys and Mr Glass.  They, along with the class teachers, can be 
approached on any occasion.   
 
THE SCHOOL IS REINSTATING ITS PLAY THERAPY (COUNSELLING) SERVICE WHICH 
WILL BE FREE OF CHARGE TO PARENTS. IF YOU FEEL YOUR CHILD WOULD BENEFIT 
IN SOME WAY PLEASE MAKE CONTACT WITH ME, AS AND WHEN.  
 
Please be careful when using social media sites – data protection guidance can be breached 
when pictures or names of other parents’ children are shared in this way. There is generally no 
harm intended but others may not share this view. Online safety is a recurring problem and 
although we do not allow pupils to have phones in school, their usage out of school (alongside 
other devices which enable them to access the internet etc.) needs to be tightly monitored.  
 



The school will be launching a new Department of Education generated ‘App’ very soon which is 
aimed at keeping parents informed about Safeguarding and Child Protection matters as well as 
providing another forum by which you will be privy to school generated updates.  
 
Health and Safety:  
 
The school officially opens at 8.30 a.m. and responsibility cannot be taken for children who 
arrive before this time. Supervision is provided from 8.30 a.m.  
 
Likewise, please ensure that children are in school on time. I am keen that all children are 
in school before the bell rings at 9.00a.m. It is beneficial if the children have some 
playtime before the official start of school. Exceptional reasons for being late are fully 
understood. Once COVID-19 restrictions allow, there will be more of a requirement on us 
to ensure that attendance rates improve. Parents of pupils who have an attendance rate 
below 85% this year to date (and absence is not COVID related) will be written to.  
 
For office records all absences need to be confirmed – usually by sending a note/using 
the pupil diary/telephoning the school.  
 
Children waiting for lifts at the end of school should stay with the staff on duty (various locations) 
until their lift appears. As indicated previously, if children have not been collected shortly after 
home time the staff on duty will direct them inside to the dining room (after school club base) - 
from where they can subsequently be collected.  CHILDREN MUST NOT BE ENCOURAGED 
TO WAIT FOR LIFTS ON THE SIDE OF THE MAIN ROADS/CAR PARKS SURROUNDING 
THE SCHOOL. The play trails can be accessed by children at the end of school but only 
when accompanied/supervised by an adult from a close distance – school staff do not 
supervise these areas at the end of the day. 
 
I am aware that some older children are allowed to walk to and from the Tesco car park or to 
their home (outside of official school opening times). PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS ARE ADHERED TO. It remains a parent’s decision if an older 
child is allowed to walk to and from school unaccompanied by an adult (with or without a 
younger sibling).  
 
Safety when using buses, walking near roads etc. cannot be emphasised enough – with 
dangers heightened by the dark days/frosty weather etc. 
 
Should the weather deteriorate every effort will be made to keep the school open. As 
highlighted before the holiday, our text messaging service is often used to relay important 
information.  
 
School policy dictates that medicines brought to school will not be administered/supervised 
unless under very specific guidance (written) in consultation with the class teacher. No 
medicines will be administered/ supervised outside of the lunch period (unless there are 
exceptional reasons for doing so; asthma sufferers may require inhalers to be taken at other 
times). Mrs Abraham (first aider) is often in the medical room – she has total control of 
administration/supervision of pupils taking medication in consultation with the relevant teacher/ 
assistant/me (the latter only being done when there are queries). Similarly, if circumstances 
change, records in school need to be updated. Medication also applies to inhalers for asthma.  
 
We have been reminded by the School Meals Service that all dietary requirements need to be 
confirmed in writing – thank you. 
 



The school’s healthy break system continues to be well supported. Chocolates, crisps, sweets 

etc. are not to be brought to school unless on days advised by the school/teacher. PLEASE 
AVOID NUTS OF ANY DESCRIPTION. Children from P3 up may bring water to 

school but care needs to be taken to ensure that bottles are kept clean and the water is 
changed regularly (at home) – in line with advice from our Eco Council, children who 
bring water to school should do so using reusable bottles (avoiding plastic waste). 
Similarly, the less disposable packaging in lunch boxes sends out a good message to 
the children – a small way to help the environment. Younger children are supplied with 
water and children taking school lunches can choose to drink water or milk. The ‘Fruit Friday’ 
tuck shop will be reinstated again very soon - this weekly event is organised by several staff and 
in the past proved to be very popular.   
 
Please note that the school, by law, must abide by a NO SMOKING policy. Thank you for 
not smoking/vaping inside the school or anywhere in the school grounds.  
 
Clothing: 
 
Apart from designated P.E. days, full school uniform should be worm on the other days. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we allow children to come to school in P.E. gear however 
this is not clearance for wearing brightly coloured leggings etc.  
 
Your support of the school this term will be much appreciated and particularly so as we all 
adjust to various changes. Should you require clarification on these or other points, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. Our Website and Facebook pages contain a wealth of information 
and are updated regularly.   
 
www.enniskillenmodel.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk 
 
 
Happy New Year. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
W Glass  
Principal 
 
 

*Year group information leaflets are being sent home this week.  
These are aimed at providing parents with more precise 

information about what is to be covered in class this term*  
 

A copy can also be accessed on the Home Learning page of our 
website  

 
 

http://www.enniskillenmodel.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk/

